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About

Penny Slinger, sometimes called Penelope Slinger, is famous for her art, deeply connected to her changing
ideas about women's rights and identity. She used a sfrong mix of eroficism and mysticism in her art, which
went against social norms and pushed the limits of what was accepted as female expression in the art world.
Her work would be defined by its unique blend of Surrealism and feminist ideas, which made her a pioneer
of "feminist surrealism.

Christopher Hills (hitps://memoriesforart.com/city/chrisiopherhills /) O Followers

More Facts

Name: Penny
Surname: Slinger
Gender: Female (https://memoriesforart.com/gender/female/)

Lives & Works: Christopher Hills (https://memoriesforart.com/city/ christopherhills /)
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Image Credit: artimage.org.uk

Early Life and Education of Penny Slinger

Penny Slinger was born in London in 1947 and was meant fo break new ground in the arts. She found her footing
in the rough streets of London in the late 1960s, a time of great social change and cultural ferment. Immersed in the
lively Chelsea School of Art, Slinger was quickly drawn fo the alluring world of Surrealism. Studying under the
watchful eye of famous artists like Eduardo Paolozzi and Peter Blake would be a powerful mix that would help her

build her unique artistic vision.

Slinger showed interest in the female mind and its relation to sexuality, mysticism, and the human situation. Inspired
by European Surrealists like Max Ernst and Hans Bellmer, she explored these ideas daringly and uncomfortably. She
used collage as her main art form, making dreamlike scenes that blurred the lines between real life and her fantasy.

She often used her body as a canvas to explore herself.

When Slinger graduated from college in 1969, the feminist movement was just getting started.

https://memoriesforart.com/artists/penny-slinger-2/ 2/7



12/29/24, 1:45 PM

Penny Slinger Biography, Artworks, NFT's & More | MemoriesForArt
What is Penny Slinger known for?
Her artistic journey can be broken down into a few main parts:

Subversive Imagery: Slinger’s paintings are full of dreamlike symbols and often disturbing juxtapositions that make
people think about their ideas about gender and sexuality. Her self-portraits are especially strong because they
show the female body as a place where she is vulnerable and in control.

Feminist Exploration: Slinger's work is deeply influenced by feminist ideas. She actively fought against the male-
dominated art world by exploring themes of sexual freedom, selfdiscovery, and how society limits women.

Multiple Forms of Practice. She works easily with collage, photography, film, and sculpture. Each medium gives her
a powerful way fo explore the complicated experiences of women.

Llong-lasting Influence: Slinger's work has influenced artists for generations and continues to do so through female art

today.

Career highlights

Image Credit: madamefaction.com
Penny Slinger's work has been a colorful tapestry of trying new things in art and being fearlessly herself.
Here are some of the most important events in her artistic life that we can see in her studio:
Coming on the Scene (1969-1975):

When Slinger first came out of Chelsea School of Art, her work caused a stir in London’s art world with its
disturbing mix of surreal images and female themes.

Her collages, like “SelfPortrait as Sphinx” (1970), used broken body parts and dreamy symbols to look at what it
means to be a woman and her sexuality.

Slinger helped start the important feminist art group “Women Against Pomography” in 1972. She used this group’s
name to fight against the objectification of women in art and popular media.

By the middle of the 1970s, Slinger's work began to include photography and performance art, which went
against the norms of traditional Surrealism.

Self-portraits and symbolic props were used in works like “The Wedding Dress” (1975) to explore themes of social

expectations and women’s power.
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From 1976 to 1990, Expanding Horizons:

Her artistic style improved, and she started using body art and installations.

In the 1980s, Slinger's work became more spiritual and mysterious. Pieces like “Isis Unveiling” (1987 showed how

her style changed.

During this time, Slinger's art practice went beyond visual arts. She helped to start the feminist film group “Kiss the

Future” and made several experimental short films about sexuality and identity in women.
Recognition and Llegacy Around the World (199 1-Present):

In the 1990s, Slinger's work became known worldwide. Her works were shown in important museums and
galleries worldwide, solidifying her status as a major figure in feminist Surrealism.

In her later works, she often used digital elements and multimedia installations to discuss modern problems like how
the environment is destroyed and how women are freated as objects in the digital age.

A major exhibition of Slinger's work called “Penelope Slinger: Unmasking the Feminine” raveled to major museums

across the United States in 2010. It honored her important contributions fo feminist art hisfory.
Slinger and Dior:

"Dior and Surrealism” at the Musée Christian Dior shows how Surrealism affected Christian Dior's designs by

showing original ideas, clothes, and works by surrealist arfists such as Salvador Dalli.

Penny SlingerList of Work
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Slinger's painting style is hard fo put into a single category. Surrealism'’s dreamlike images and feminism’s crifical
view work together dynamically. She works on Juxtaposition and Fragmentation. Slinger's work contains symbols
from religious symbols, fairy tales, and stories. Masks, eyes, and wings are some of the things that she uses over
and over again fo explore themes of change, selfdiscovery, and women's freedom.

Slinger takes the female body again as a place of power and resistance. Selfportraits are important fo her work
because they let her explore female identity, sexuality, and the social rules women must follow.
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Famous Artworks
An Exorcism Through a series of dreamlike collages and poetic writing, it is a powerful look at female sexuality, frauma,
(1977) and freedom.

Bird in the Hand | This famous collage from An Exorcism shows the body of @ woman holding a bird in her open hand. The

(1977) picture is sensual and symbolic, making you think of freedom, vulnerability, and how nature and the body
are linked.

The Larval This collage in Slinger’s first book, "50% The Visible Woman,” is a strong metaphor for how women

Worm (1971) change and become more aware of themselves.

SeltPortrait as This early college shows Slinger's brave study of self-poriraiture and the broken nature of women'’s

Sphinx [1970] | identities. The broken picture of her face on top of a sphinxlike monsfer strongly symbolizes her arfistic
vision.

Isis Unveiling The piece shows a woman's face coming out of a stylized sun with her arms raised as if to reveal herself.

(1987) The use of gold leaf and comparisons to the Egyptian goddess Isis bring up ideas of enlightenment, the

power of women, and being connected to God.

The Impact of Penny Slinger on the art world

Penny Slinger has infroduced many different kinds of art. Slinger is one of the first artists to use feminist Surrealism,
which gives other artists the confidence to question social norms and look into female identity in bold and unusual
ways. Slinger's work brought the surrealist movement to life by adding female crificism and personal reflection. By
using new media and performance art in her work, she pushes the limits of standard Surrealism. Her work stand
against the idea that women are objects and gives arfists the power to use their bodies again as places fo express
themselves artistically.

Follow Penny Slinger on social media

Instagram: https://www.instfagram.com/pennyslinger/2hl=en (hitps: / /www.instagram.com/pennyslinger/2hl=en)
Facebook: hitps://zh-cn.facebook.com/pennyslingerart/ (https:/ /zh-cn.facebook.com/pennyslingerart/)
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