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feminism and femininity at maria grazia chiuri's dior
couture show

The Dior designer continues to reposition couture for the woman of today
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maria grazia chiuri reimagined dior's past for the 21st century
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matia grazia chiuri debuts her dior haute couture
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maria grazia chiuri extends her dior haute couture collectionin tokyo
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“she is consistently expressing feminism” - cass bird on maria grazia chiuri's dior

STEVE SALTER

maria grazia chiuri’s message of female empowermentis to be honoured at the fashion awards
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FASHION By Osman Ahmed 03 July 2018, 2:52pm

maria grazia chiuri reimagined dior's past for the 21st

century

These are modern-day goddess dresses for women who want old-school femme realness

without worrying about cracking a rib if they bend over.

v ' ’ i i
Couture today is, above all, a conceptual gesture,” read the nofes at Maria Chiuri's

latest offering of Dior couture, which consisted of 71 looks to mark the 71 years since the birth
of Dior. “Itis through an encounter between a system of established rules and the freest
creativity that, for Maria Grazia Chiuri, couture becomes akin to rebellion: a kind of
|cco\f.)g|{.u| g.JL:n'”u that explodes on the frontiers of entrenched tradition, without ever

overstepping them.”

Rodin was a laste ot what's fo come. White cotton loiles of hallmark designs trom Dior's seven-
decade history were on full display. They were originally in the exhibifion at Musée des Arts

Décoratifs lost vear.
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Whereas once, for instance, women relied on perpendicular shoulders and mannish tailoring to

be taken seriously in the workplace - not that many couture dients have to work - taday power
dressing is about unapologetic femininity, preffiness and 'girlishness’. Just look ot the success of
Simone Rocha and Molly Goddard. In other words, it's okay to indulge in a love of Howers

and ballroom skirts.

Chiuri's dusky satin ballgowns in QGueen Mum colours reiterated that. And whereas Monsieur
Dior's original guépiere (wasp-waist] corsets had detachable ruffles 1o enhance the hips and
the bust and were worn under ice-hard hourglasses, Maria Grazia has deflated that
exaggerated silhovette and softened it with her lodestone love of tulle and Delphic pleats. The
level of craftsmanship on display, too, was silently magnificent - o scarlet satin column dress
sewn from a single piece of fabric, for instance, or even Madame Grés-esque pleats sculpted

around the body




What Maria Grozia has done is token the codes and the rules at the heart of a historic house
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and discreetly d

women who want old-school femme realness without WOITYIng about crocking a rio it they

bend over. Locking around the room full of women in her tulle confections [even ot 3pm on a
g F

sunny afferncan, we should add) it's clear that there is sfill o huge appetite for it. And in the

world of haute couture, that's what matters.
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! 1 Princess Margaret, Photography Cacil Beaton, 1949 @ Cecil Beaton, Victoria
-

maria grazia chiuri discusses dior at the v&a

The house's first female creative director reflects on the power and the glory of Dior.

As the V&A opens its biggest fashion exhibition since the record breaking Alexander

McQueen: Savage Beauty, prepare to lose yourself in the beauty of Dior and the

craftsmanship of couture. Across 11 spaces, 500 objects including 200 rare dresses are being
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traces the history and impact of one of the 20th century’s most influential couturiers, and the six

arfisfic directors who succeeded him. Beyond getting to know Mensieur Dior better, visitors are
able to explore the house's thematic changes right through to the first woman 1o take creative

control, Maria Grazic

maost influential couturiers? Do you know what New Look is beyond the high street chain@

What do you know about the designers who carried on Dior's legacy ofter his death? Have

you seen the dress thot Princess Margaret wore for her 215t birthdoy celebrations? Designer of

Drear
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