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a picture speaks a thousand words

TEXT ISABELLA BURLEY
PHOTOGRAPHY TESSA ENWARDS

Young writer Isabella Burley and fashion
designer Tessa Edwards take a trip to the
Califomia home of 70s surrealist PENNY
SLINGER. in search of fun and enlightenment.
"Wihan | first started making work, twasunthinkable for
awoman to show hersef unclothed, unless she was in

a men's macpzine,” exphinsemtic artist Fenny Slinger
Since the bte 60s she hascmeated herown s=amless
reality, phacing herself in povocat ve scenes that manifest
the mae hves as sumeal photo collges of vaginas, flowers
and countny hou=es. Herword & hypnot and consurmed
by a compelling mysticism. Itis not often that | spend

the night with a3 stmnger, but when invited to spand an
evening with herat home, | sumendeed to the idea of 3
magicaland Mulistc skepower,

Accompanied by womenswear desgner les=s Edwamds-
who will b2 colkbomting with Penny for her nestt autumn/f
winter 13 collection — we amived 3t Penmy’s home inthe
srall town of Boulder Creek, remcwved frorn reality and
sumounded by 3 hazy forest. There wasa ke blue stage

in hardrvesay, which was coverad with a strange rock
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fomnaton. Something she Btertold me wasthe mmnants
of 3 spontaneous midnight Nt pedomance that
invohred seversl naled and beautiful women. Over the
yeaars, her home hasbeen aphoe for these happenings,
partizubarty inthe ekbomte healing pool she has in her
gamen Herstudio i 3 more intimate and private space.
Filled with cnetals and unuswal costumes that she uses
as tmangportation and masking devices, A lot of what
FPennydoes = make maps of harown life, and that
canmograp hy & both peychological and s=aml EmticiEm
dominated herworkdunng the s, whan she used har
body a=s a pltform for mbellion. | delbemtely put some
artke ks in men's mac@zines but | was there with my ar,
speaking my avdacious words, chiming 3 place to sy,
lam rmotyourobect. [ fehlt twas mally important to do
that,” she exphinsowerdinnar "Now we have all this
qlut of porrogrphy and emtica, but not an awful lot of it
has eally clairmed that simikr kind of space. Wi hawve 3
lot of space for moverent tham. That has alays been
my srggle, to be 3 ==2xel person, a =reusl person, 3

thinking person and a creative person. To be a mistress
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of my own desting.” After speaking about owve, crystal
healing and men untilthe early hoursof the moming,
Tessm and | setoff o San FrRnciEco aiport,

& month Bter | found rysef with Penny in London. |
was due to meet her for coffes on a Sunday moming and
walked into ber apartment to find the artist Linder Steding
on herfloordoing her make-up. Togetber they make the
rmost fascinating duo, despite only having met 3 few years
a0, Linder was introduced to herwork asa teeragerin
Wifigan, when a tnend of bersstole Penny's book S0%
The Visele Wormen from EBirmingham lbrang. "At the time
| was homfiad sbout the theft, but |wanted the book =0
much,” she Bughs, as she pulls that =mme stolen book
out of herbagy. Akhough the two have never worked
togathar, theirprctices ane inextnzably linked by the
same feminist agends and devotion to explorning the s=if,

all within the simple format of collge, | think soc ety

hzs pitehad womean against each other” says Penny,
“1think that i whywe hawe been divided, becausa it is

/

m ihl"" ]
=0 pepetually poserful, If the women get their heads
and heartstogether we could come into 3 new kind of
resonance and understanding.” pennyslingercom

"It has always been my struggle
to be a sexual person, a sensual
person, a thinking person and a
creative person. To be the mistress
of my own destiny ” Penny Slinger
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